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Dear Sir: 



In support of the appeal from the final rejection dated February 24, 2006, 
Appellants now submit their Brief. 



Real Party In Interest 



The patent application that is the subject of this appeal is assigned to OPTUM, INC., 
which has been acquired by CLICK COMMERCE, INC. 



Related Appeals and Interferences 



There are no appeals or interferences that are related to this appeal. 



Status of Claims 



Claims 15-34 and 37 are pending in this application. Claims 15, 31, 32, 33, and 37 are 
in independent form. 



1. Claims at filing: 1-37. 

2. Claims pending: 15-34 and 37 

3. Claims rejected: 15-34 and 37 

4. Claims allowed: None. 
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Status of Amendments 

All amendments filed in the application have been entered as understood by the 
Appellant. 

Summary of Invention 

The present invention provides for a virtual private supply chain and viewing supply 
chain data using, for example, a generic Internet based viewing engine. Furthermore, the 
present invention facilitates achieving supply chain transparency, which enables enterprises 
to securely share order and inventory information among trading partners. 

A virtual private supply chain (VPSC) is provided to facilitate collaborative, real-time 
exchange of supply chain data between multiple enterprises, which in turn facilitates reducing 
complexity and/or delays in a supply chain processing. A VPSC is a conduit through which 
supply chain data can flow in a timely, secure, consistent manner. Rather than a supply chain 
member having to maintain possibly distinct protocols, paperwork and records for 
communication with other members of a supply chain, by depositing selected data into a 
central supply chain data store, a supply chain member can maintain one protocol for 
communication with the central data store, thereby reducing complexity and/or delays in 
supply chain processing. The data to be deposited into the central data store may include 
purchase order information, sales order information, warehouse order information, shipment 
information and inventory information. As inventory moves across a multi-enterprise supply 
chain, the present invention facilitates enterprises viewing relevant information concerning 
the deposited item and the inventory to which viewing relevant information concerning the 
deposited items and the inventory to which they relate, regardless of the source of 
information. Specification, page 12, lines 5-20. 

Supply chain data store 

Figure 4 illustrates a system 400 for providing a virtual private supply chain, which 
includes a common supply chain data store 430 into which one or more supply chain 
members 420 1 through 420n deposit supply chain information (e.g. inventory positions, 
production capacity, purchase orders, sales orders, warehouse orders, etc.). Data may be 
extracted (e.g. pushed , pulled) from the supply chain members to the common supply chain 
data store 430 and thus the common supply chain data store 430 and/ore related processes do 
not need to reach through security measure (e.g. firewalls) associated with supply chain 
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member data stores. The extraction may occur at time including, but not limited to, on a 
periodic basis, on a manual trigger and on a data update trigger. The common supply chain 
data store 430 and/or associated processes can transform the supply chain data, which may be 
in inconsistent formats, to one or more common formats based on one or more common 
schema. Furthermore, the common supply chain data store 430 and/or associated processes 
can validate the supply chain data before loading it into the common supply chain data store 
430. Further still, the common supply chain data store 430 and/or associated processes can 
determine relationships between supply chain member data and control access to such related 
data. Specification page 10, lines 8-29. A supply chain data store that stores supply chain 
data in one or more common schemas and which also stores metadata (data about data) is 
further described at various points in the specification (e.g. data store 430 of Figure 4, page 
10 at line 8, data store 650 of Figure 6, page 13 at lines 26-31, step 1760 of Figure 17, page 
31 at lines 22-23, step 1840 of Figure 18, page 32 at lines 15-22). 

Data acceptor 

Figure 6 illustrates an architecture 600 that may be employed in a VPSC that includes 
a hub with a central VPSC application 640. The hub 640 receives transmissions from supply 
chain members 610, 620 and 630, decodes the transmissions and deposits data in the data 
store 650. Thus, hub and central VPSC application 640 is one example of a data acceptor 
(step 1720 of Figure 17, page 31 at lines 4-8, step 1810 of Figure 18, page 32 at lines 8-10) 
that receives one or more supply chain data items from one or more supply chain members 
for storage in the data store. 

Data accessor 

Figure 1 illustrates a system 100 that includes a data store 1 10 where data 1 12 and 
metadata 1 14 associated with the data 1 12 are stored. System 100 also includes a generic 
Internet based display engine 120 that facilitates providing a metadata driven display 130 that 
displays data pursuant to metadata concerning what data should be displayed and how that 
data should be displayed. Figure 1 1 shows an example of a layout 1 100 for a user interface 
provided by engine 120. See specification at pages 7-8 and pages 20-29. See also step 1780 
of Figure 17, page 31, step 1860 of Figure 18, and page 32. Thus, engine 120 provides one 
example of a data accessor that selectively presents one or more supply chain data items 
stored in the supply chain data store to one or more viewing supply chain members. 
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Relationships component 

In the example of Figure I, the data 112 is supply chain data and the metadata 1 14 
includes metadata concerning query criteria, view heading, additional information links, view 
results, personalization parameters, display content display layout and display format. 

For example, the common supply chain data store 430 of Figure 4 and/or associated 
processes can determine relationships between supply chain member data and control access 
to such related data. For example, a purchase order from a first supply chain member may 
be related to inventory position information from a second supply chain member and a sales 
order from the second supply chain member. Thus, in addition to the first supply chain 
member being able to view their own data stored in the common supply chain data store 430, 
the first supply chain member may be able to view related data (e.g. inventory position, sales 
order, shipping information) given proper access permissions. Specification page 10 at lines 
18-25. 

Further, the VPSC application of hub 640 of Figure 6 may establish ownership 
identifiers for received data items, establish access permissions for the received data items 
and establish relationships between received data items. Specification page 13 at lines 26-31. 
See also step 1770 of Figure 17, page 31, lines 24-28, step 1860 of Figure 18, page 32, lines 
23-29. 

Thus, common supply chain data store 430 of Figure 4 and/or associated processes as 
well as the VPSC application of hub 640 of Figure 6 provides examples of a component that 
establishes one or more relationships within the supply chain data store between a first supply 
chain data item originating fi-om a first supply chain member and one or more second supply 
chain items originating from one or more second supply chain members. 

Issues 

In the Final Office Action dated February 24, 2006, claims 15-34 and 37 stand 
rejected. 

1. Claims 15-34 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Number 6,1 19,149 issued to Ranjit Notani (hereinafter "Notani"). 

Grouping of Claims 

Claims 15-34 and 37 stand or fall together. 
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Arguments 

Rejections of Claims 15. 17-34 and 37 Under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 

Claims 15, 17-34 and 37 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Ranjit Notani (U.S. Patent Number 6,119,149). It is respectfully submitted that this 
rejection should be withdrawn for at least the following reasons. Notani does not teach or 
suggest each and every limitation of applicants' claimed invention. 

For a prior art reference to anticipate, 35 U.S.C. 102 requires that "each and every 
element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressively or inherently described, 
in a single prior art reference." In re Robertson, 169 F.3d 743, 745, 49 USPQ2d 1949, 
1950 (Fed. Cir. 1999) (quoting Verdegaal Bros., Inc. v. Union Oil Co., 814 F.2d 628, 
631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987)). 

The subject invention relates to providing a framework for exchanging data in various 
formats between trading partners in a supply chain, storing the data with data relationships 
clearly identified, and making the data visible in a consistent manner across the supply chain. 
For instance, data from three trading partners in a supply chain can be stored in a data store 
and relationships between their data can be established. See Figure 6. A purchase order from 
the first trading partner can be related to a shipping confirmation from the second partner and 
a receipt confirmation from the third partner. By entering the purchase order number, 
shipping number, or receipt number, any of the three trading partners can view the data 
relating to this series of transactions. In particular, as recited in amended independent claim 
15 (and similarly recited in independent claims 31-33, and 37), Appellants' claimed invention 
can establish one or more relationships within the supply chain data store between a first 
supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain member and one or more second 
supply chain data items originating from one or more second supply chain members. 

Notani does not teach or suggest the aforementioned novel aspects of applicants' 
invention as recited in the subject claims. Notani teaches workflows that are used to 
manipulate data as it is transmitted between two trading partners. These workflows are code 
that are contained and run within a Global Collaboration Manager, which is outside of the 
data store. Notani is silent regarding establishing one or more relationships within the supply 
chain data store between a first supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain 
member and one or more second supply chain data items originating from one or more 
second supply chain members. The Examiner asserts in the Office Action that a hub and 
spoke architecture facilitates establishing relationships of data items and therefore anticipates 
the novel features of the subject claims. However, a hub and spoke architecture merely 
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facilitates exchange of data between hubs and spokes. It does establish relationships between 
data items within a data store. Furthermore, it is not inherent that a system that establishes 
relationships between data items in a data store would establish a relationship between a first 
supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain member and one or more second 
supply chain data items originating from one or more second supply chain members. This 
relationship must be explicitly established. 

Furthermore, claim 1 7 recites an ownership identifier is established within the 
supply chain data store for one or more supply chain data items. Applicants' claimed 
invention allows for a data item or a group of data items in the data store to be identified as 
belonging to an entity, such as a company. This allows for multiple entities to each have 
ownership to a portion of the data items within the data store. Contrary to assertions in the 
Office Action, verifying that a partner is how it claims to be, plus the ability to collect data 
grouped by partnership does not establish ownership of data. Public key encryption verifies 
access rights and authentication, meaning that the party trying to access the data has privilege 
to access the data and the party is who they claim to be. Access rights are not analogous to 
ownership rights. An owner has the ability to grant access rights, however, a user with only 
access privilege does not have the right. Moreover, public key encryption is implemented at 
the communication layer, and not in the data store. Furthermore, grouping of data is not the 
same is establishing ownership. A system can group data provided by a first entity and 
establish ownership of that data to a second entity. The ownership identifier must be 
explicitly established. Therefore, Notani fails to teach or suggest an ownership identifier is 
established within the supply chain data store for one or more supply chain data items. 

Accordingly, Appellants respectfully submit that Notani fails to teach or suggest all 
limitations of Appelants' invention as recited in independent claims 15, 31-33, and 37 (and 
all claims that depend therefrom), and thus fails to anticipate the subject claimed invention. 
Therefore, it is readily apparent that this rejection should be withdrawn. 




Respectfully submitted. 



Vdrnon W. Francissen, RegV^^. 41,762 
One of the attorneys for Appellants 
FRANCISSEN PATENT LAW, P.C. 
53 West Jackson Blvd., Suite 656 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
Telephone: (312) 294-9980 
Facsimile: (312)275-8772 



Date: July 13,2006 
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APPENDIX A 
PENDING CLAIMS 1-37 

Claim 1 (Withdrawn): A system for viewing data, the system comprising: 
an Internet base data viewing engine; and 
a data store, where the data stores at least: 
viewable data; and 

metadata associated with the viewable data, the metadata employable by the 
Internet based data viewing engine to control, at least in part, the presentation of the viewable 
data. 

Claim 2 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 1 where the metadata can be employed to select 
one or more items of viewable data to be displayed by the data viewing engine. 

Claim 3 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 2 where the metadata can be employed by the 
Internet based data viewing engine to dynamically control at least one of the layout and 
format of the one or more items of viewable data selected to be displayed by the Internet 
based data viewing engine. 

Claim 4 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 3 where the viewable data is supply chain data. 

Claim 5 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 4 where the metadata is supply chain data 
metadata. 

Claim 6 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 5 where the supply chain metadata stores 
information concerning at least one of view heading information, query criteria information, 
view result information, additional information link information, personalization information, 
display parameters, and content parameters. 

Claim 7 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 5 comprising a user interface that displays at least 
one of view headings, query results, view results, additional information links and error 
messages. 

Claim 8 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 7 where the view results are selectively based on 
dynamically created SQL statements constructed from column names in the view headings. 
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Claim 9 (Withdrawn): The system of claim 8 where the additional information links are 
based, at least in part, on a dynamic determination of the presence of related data in one or 
more interfaces associated with one or more rows returned in the view results. 

Claim 10 (Withdrawn): A method for viewing supply chain data, the method comprising: 

extracting supply chain data from one or more supply chain members; 

transforming the extracted supply chain data to one or more common formats; 

validating the transformed supply chain data; 

storing the validated supply chain data in a supply chain data store; 

storing metadata associated with the validated supply chain data in the supply chain data 

store; and 

selectively displaying the supply chain data according to at least selection, layout and format 
information in the metadata. 

Claim 1 1 (Withdrawn): The method of claim 10 where the supply chain data can be extracted 
from the one or more supply chain members by at least one of pushing data from thee one or 
more supply chain members, pulling data from the one or more supply chain members, a full 
extrac6tion of supply chain data, a partial extraction of supply chain data , a periodic 
extraction of supply chain data, a response to a manual trigger, and a response to a data 
update trigger. 

Claim 12 (Withdrawn): A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
instructions operable to perform the method of claim 11. 

Claim 13 (Withdrawn): A data packet adapted to be transmitted between two or more 
computer processes, the data packet comprising : 

a first field adapted to store supply chain data, and 

a second field adapted to store metadata associated with the supply chain data in the 
first field, where the metadata can be employed to control, at least in part, the content, format, 
and layout of the supply chain data stored in the first field when displayed by a generic 
Internet based supply chain data viewer. 

Claim 14 (Withdrawn): A computer readable medium, storing computer executable 
components of a system for viewing supply chain data, the system comprising: 
an Internet based data viewing component; and 

a supply chain data storing component adapted to facilitate storing at least: 
viewable supply chain data: and 
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supply chain metadata associated with the viewable supply chain data, the supply 
chain metadata employable by the Internet based data viewing component to control, at least 
in part, the presentation of the viewable supply chain data. 

Claim 15 (Previously presented): A virtual private supply chain, comprising: 

a data acceptor operable to receive one or more supply chain data items from one or 
more supply chain members; 

a supply chain data store operable to store one or more supply chain data items 
received from one or more supply chain members; 

a data accessor operable to selectively present one or more supply chain data items 
stored in the supply chain data store to one or more viewing supply chain members; and 

a component that establishs one or more relationships within the supply chain data 
store between a first supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain member and 
one or more second supply chain items originating from one or more second supply chain 
members. 

Claim 16 (Withdrawn): The virtual private supply chain of claim 15 where the supply chain 
data store is further adapted to facilitate establishing one or more relationships between a first 
supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain member and one or more second 
supply chain data items originating from one or more second supply chain members. 

Claim 17 (Previously presented): The virtual private supply chain of claim 15 where an 
ownership identifier is established within the supply chain data store for one or more supply 
chain data items. 

Claim 18 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 17 where the supply chain data 
store is further adapted to facilitate establishing one or more access rights to supply chain 
data items. 

Claim 19 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 18 where the data acceptor is 
further adapted to transform the received supply chain data to conform with one or more 
supply chain schema. 

Claim 20 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 19 where the data acceptor is 
further adapted to validate the transformed supply chain data. 
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Claim 21 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 20 where the data acceptor is 
further adapted to load the validated supply chain data into the supply chain data store. 

Claim 22 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 21 where the data accessor 
implements row-level supply chain security. 

Claim 23 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 22 where the row-level supply 
chain security employs at least one of secure socket layers (SSL), digital certificates and 
encryption. 

Claim 24 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 15 where the one or more 
supply chain members are configured in a hub and spoke configuration, with the supply chain 
members located at spokes and at least one of the data acceptor, the data accessor and the 
supply chain data store located at the hub. 

Claim 25 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 24 where at least one supply 
chain member implements a connection stream. 

Claim 26 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 25 where the connection 
stream is adapted to facilitate making communications between the hub and the spoke 
implementing the connection appear as a stream. 

Claim 27 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 26 where the connection 
stream is further adapted to facilitate sending, receiving and/or validating BlO's. 

Claim 28 (Original): The virtual supply chain of claim 27 where the connection stream is 
further adapted to facilitate selecting an encryption level to be applied to data communicated 
between the hub and the spoke implementing the connection stream. 

Claim 29 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 24 where one or more supply 
chain data items may be persisted at one or more spokes. 

Claim 30 (Original): The virtual private supply chain of claim 29 where the persisted items 
are stored as BLOBS (Binary Large Objects). 

Claim 31 (Previously presented): A computer readable medium storing computer executable 
components of a virtual private supply chain comprising: 
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a data accepting component operable to receive one or more supply chain data items 
from one or more supply chain members; 

a supply chain data storing component operable to facilitate storing of one or more 
supply chain data items received from one or more supply chain members; 

a data accessing component operable to selectively present one or more supply chain 
data items stored by the supply chain data storing component to one or more viewing supply 
chain members; and 

a supply chain data storing component operable to establish one or more relationships 
within the supply chain data store between a first supply chain data item originating from a 
first supply chain member and one or more second supply chain data items originating from 
one or more second supply chain members. 

Claim 32 (Previously presented): A computer implemented method for providing a virtual 
private supply chain between two or more supply chain members, the method comprising the 
following computer executable acts: 

centralizing supply chain data from a plurality of supply chain members; 

conforming the supply chain data to one or more common schema; 

selectively permitting access to the conformed supply chain data based on row-level 
security applied to the conformed supply chain data; and 

establishing one or more relationships within the supply chain data store between a 
first supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain member and one or more 
second supply chain data items originating from one or more second supply chain members. 

Claim 33 (Previously presented): A computer implemented method for providing a virtual 
private supply chain between two or more supply chain members, the method comprising the 
following computer executable acts: 

accepting one or one or more supply chain data items from one or more supply chain 
members; 

establishing one or more ownership identifiers for the supply chain data items; 
establishing one or more access permissions for the supply chain data items; 
transforming the supply chain data items to conform with one or more supply chain 
schema; 

validating the transformed supply chain data items; 
storing the validated supply chain data items in a supply chain data store; 
establishing one or more relationships within the supply chain data store between 
supply chain data items received from two or more supply chain members; and 
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selectively permitting access to one or more supply chain data items based on at least 
one of the ownership of the supply chain data item, the one or more relationships associated 
with the supply chain data items, and the one or more access permissions associated with the 
supply chain data items. 

Claim 34 (Original): A computer readable medium storing computer executable instructions 
operable to perform the method of claim 33. 

Claim 35 (Withdrawn): A data packet adapted to be transmitted between two or more 
computer processes, the data packet comprising: 

a first field adapted to store a supply chain data item; and 

a second field adapted to store one or more access permissions associated with the 
supply chain data item. 

Claim 36 (Withdrawn): A data packet adapted to be transmitted between two or more 
computer processes, the data packet comprising: 

a first field adapted to store a supply chain data item; and 

a second field adapted to store information concerning one or more relationships with 
one or more other supply chain data items in which the supply chain data item is involved. 

Claim 37 (Previously presented): A computer implemented method for providing a virtual 
private supply chain between two or more supply chain members, the method comprising the 
following computer executable acts: 

means for collecting supply chain data from a plurality of supply chain members; 

means for standardizing the collected supply chain data to one or more supply chain 
schema; 

means for securely accessing the collected supply chain data; and 
means for establishing within a supply chain data store one or more relationships between a 
first supply chain data item originating from a first supply chain member and one or more 
second supply chain data items originating from one or more second supply chain members. 
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